Sacred Circle for Our Climate – CUSTOMIZABLE TEMPLATE NOTE: This document is set to “Read Only.” After downloading, you can copy portions to a new Word doc or use “save as” to create an editable version for your own use.

INTRODUCTION TO THE SACRED CIRCLE FOR OUR CLIMATE LITURGY
This Sacred Circle for Our Climate Liturgy was written by David Weiss in collaboration with several members at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ (Saint Paul, Minnesota). It was a spontaneous outgrowth of our desire to take a first concrete step after reading Active Hope (by Joanna Macy and Chris Johnstone, New World Library, 2012) together over the summer of 2019. The book presents a practical—and potent—way to process thoughts and feelings about the threat posed by climate change and is especially powerful when read as a group. We found it transformational. 
The liturgy, like the book, seeks to guide us through four key movements in what Macy and Johnstone call the “Spiral of Active Hope”: coming from gratitude, honoring the world’s pain, claiming a new vision, and going forth in action. This concept is grounded in Macy’s earlier teaching, “The Work That Reconnects,” developed over her decades of spirit-rooted activism. (With both Christian and Buddhist roots, her work hearkens to a Moreness to Reality, a Generous Energy upholding life itself.) The book explores how reconnecting to ourselves, one another, our sibling creatures—and to a near mystical sense of Life itself (and doing so across time and space)—joins us to an energy that can steady us in tumult and even empower us to live with “active hope.” 
As such, it’s helpful for anyone planning the liturgy to have an inside appreciation for and understanding of the Spiral of Active Hope—ideally from reading the book yourself (and ideally doing that in a small group). Recognizing that won’t always be possible, here is an all too brief but basic overview of the Spiral:
The Spiral of Active Hope offers a “map” of how the energy moves in “The Work that Reconnects,” a process that seeks to reconnect us to the web of life: the whole set of human and non-human relationships that support us in facing challenges. While this “spiral” energy might occasionally flow by chance, when we understand it and attend to it, we can increase its potential presence in ways that might even surprise us. The liturgy aims to help us attend to it. Although it can sound almost “magic” or “mystical,” Macy would argue we are simply learning to leverage the energy woven into the web of life itself the same way that understanding physics helps an engineer harness natural forces in building a bridge.
There are four movements to the Spiral. (The Sacred Circle liturgy combines the third and fourth movements for sake of time.)
1. Coming from Gratitude. In this crucial movement we open ourselves to the buoyant power of beauty, wonder, and awe at the living world and the network of relationships that sustain us. It’s easy to want to rush past this – after all, we’re in a climate crisis – but anchoring ourselves in gratitude is absolutely essential. The work ahead is arduous and beginning with gratitude alters our perspective and energy in ways that expand our capacity to respond. Acknowledging the many physical, emotional, and spiritual benefits we receive from other beings fosters our impulse to care for all we are connected to. Also, this deepened appreciation prepares us to see the depth of the world’s pain.
2. Honoring Our Pain for the World. This movement lets us break through the cultural silence around grief and “respectfully welcome” the unspeakable anguish and outrage that are natural responses to what is happening today to the entire Earth community. (This is not primarily about feeling our own pain, but feeling the pain rooted in the suffering of the natural world, the entire Earth community.) As overwhelming as this pain is, by embracing it we create a womb in which emotional-primal-cosmic synapses come (back!) to life in radical empathy, “proving” to us the truth of our (mostly forgotten) deep connection to the world. We need not fear this pain because we’re held by gratitude at one end and by renewed empathy at the other.
3. Claiming a New Vision. (In Active Hope this is named as “Seeing with New Eyes,” but we worked hard to avoid imagery that can be ableist, so we rephrased this movement.) Truly honoring our pain for the world begins a “perceptual shift” that works to align us once again with the whole of life. Feeling our deep connections to the Earth community with new clarity helps us imagine new ways of relating to the world. Also, here we discover, through the gift of our newly enlivened empathy, that the wounded world is still a bounty of resources: offering us energy, imagination, wisdom, and more. 
4. Going Forth. Finally, as we tap into the empowerment of our renewed connectedness, we make thoughtful and intentional choices as we consolidate all this rising energy into action for healing our world. It’s critical (and reassuring) to recognize that The Spiral of Active Hope is not a one-time movement. The spiral image reminds us that we move through the pattern/rhythm of these movements again and again—although each spiral will be slightly different because we’re also moving in a dialogue between our changing self, our changing community, and our changing world. (While Active Hope is essential for facing the climate crisis, it is also a life practice that can benefit us in multiple circumstances.)
There is no substitute for experiencing the book in a small group, but this brief overview can at least help you understand why we’re adamant that all the movements and the pattern of flow in the liturgy are essential to its integrity. You’re welcome to adapt the liturgy to your own setting and/or to customize it (as we have) for specific occasions or themes. But we do ask that you honor the full spiral and allow the energy to flow unmistakably from gratitude to pain-empathy to new vision to going forth.

THE LITURGY ITSELF
This Sacred Circle liturgy can be used exactly as is – or it can be customized for a particular occasion or around a specific theme that intersects with the climate crisis.  
All the rubrics (red-letter text) offer direction or suggestions—or mark text you need to specify (date, time, etc.). You can make whatever adaptations you wish to this document (after you download it), then delete this introduction and all the red-letter text, and you’ll have a document ready to be formatted and printed for your use. NOTE: This document is set to “Read Only.” After downloading, you can copy portions to a new Word doc or use “save as” to create an editable version for your own use (you will be able to unlock the new version yourself).
We’re grateful for your interest in the Sacred Circle.
David Weiss, author of the liturgy and member of 
St. Paul’s UCC Earthwise-Creation Justice Committee
Feel free to contact me—David—with any specific questions you have: drw59mn@gmail.com
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[YOUR SPECIFIC OCCASION/THEMATIC HEADING; 
E.G., “HONORING EARTH DAY,” “ON THE FEAST OF EPIPHANY,” ETC.]

[DATE / TIME / HOST GROUP / LOCATION]


Welcome! We offer this Sacred Circle as an opportunity for personal-communal 
reflection-prayer around the climate crisis. This is sacred space for gratitude, grief, and hope through stillness, words, and song. We’re grateful you’re with us today.
[IF YOUR SACRED CIRCLE HAS A SPECIFIC THEME/OCCASION, YOU MIGHT INCLUDE THAT, 
IN A SINGLE SENTENCE OR PHRASE, AS PART OF THIS PRINTED WELCOME.]

Our original sacred circle occurred outdoors and in a circle: we had four quadrants of chair facing a simple centering point made of some objects from nature—we were intentional about not fashioning an “altar.” This is more a service of reverence than worship. The quadrants were defined by four aisles marking the four cardinal directions, with the four sections of chairs echoing the four ancient elements: water, earth, air, and fire. Each section was denoted by a brightly colored streamer on a pole (blues, greens, lavender/white, and orange/red). 
There’s nothing “sacred’ about this set-up. During the pandemic we hosted circles twice on Zoom and most recently adapted it for use as our Sunday worship on “Integrity of Creation” Sunday. You should feel entirely welcome to adjust the set-up and the liturgy to match your space and the needs/interests of your community.

GATHERING WITHIN OURSELVES
(10-15 minutes of contemplative time)
As you enter the circle and find a seat, allow yourself to settle in—both to this space and to your Self. Let the music bring you into touch with nature. The aisles mark the four cardinal directions; the four sections of chairs echo the four ancient elements: water, earth, air, and fire. By this symbolism we mean to embrace the whole of creation in this Sacred Circle.
During this time of quiet we invite you to listen to your own heart.
In this time of global climate crisis what grief do you carry? What fears do you harbor? What hopes do you hold—whether confidently or desperately? We find our strength in authenticity. May this gathering time be space where your deepest truths can emerge.
During this gathering time we’ve used a variety of live or recorded instrumental music to set the tone for reflection: a recording featuring bird songs or quieter music evocative of nature; for our racial justice & climate circle we used some jazz music (“Dear Mom”) composed by Terence Blanchard with Hurricane Katrina in mind. 
As people approach the circle, they’re greeted by an usher who hands them a copy of the service and invites them to find a seat. The liturgy ‘begins’ in wordless contemplation. 

BRINGING OUR TRUTH FORWARD
An invitation to bear witness to your grief, fear, or hope by writing a word or phrase onto a ribbon for one of our four element streamers. [COMPLETE THIS INVITATION AS YOU WISH. YOU MIGHT ASK PEOPLE TO WRITE SOMETHING DOWN OR TO WHISPER A WORD OR PHRASE THAT NAMES THEIR GRIEF-FEAR-HOPE IN UNISON—CREATING A BLEND OF WHISPERED WORDS.]
This invitation is BOTH printed in the program and spoken by a Circle host. For our first circle we provided 12” strips of fabric ribbon that matched the element streamers and invited participants to write on them; they were then collected and woven into the streamers afterwards, becoming a sort of memorial to that first service. You could provide strips of paper that could be collected and made into a collage—or simply kept in a jar that becomes part of the centering piece. The strips don’t even need to be read; simply seeing them collected from past circles reminds you that you are gathering your grief, hope, and fear to add it to those of others who’ve gathered before you—the image itself is profoundly powerful. 

WELCOME
Welcome to this time and space by [PASTOR OR OTHER SITE HOST]
Introduction to the Sacred Circle by a member of the planning team.
We intentionally chose to delay our “welcome” until here, so that the gathering was entirely contemplative. We’ve sometimes moved the welcome to the very start when that seemed best for the occasion, but there is a certain power in letting the people gather into the silence and into themselves before you even formally welcome them to the space.
The introduction to the circle is helpful in framing the liturgy’s structure so that people notice and feel the shifting themes. We’ve typically had a member of the planning team say something like this (which hasn’t been printed in the service itself): 
“This liturgy grew out of a small group book experience reading Active Hope by Joanna Macy and Chris Johnstone. The book offers wisdom for processing thoughts and feelings about the threat posed by the climate crisis. This liturgy was sparked by that experience, and, like the book, the Sacred Circle seeks to guide us through four key movements in the ‘Spiral of Active Hope’: coming from gratitude, honoring the world’s pain, claiming a new vision, and going forth in action. So now we begin with gratitude.”

COMING FROM GRATITUDE
This opening section on gratitude is foundational for the liturgy. Our version here is lightly “Christian,” rooting gratitude in imagery drawn in part from our faith tradition, but it’s not dogmatically so. Non-Christians may listen to lines they choose not to speak. That said, in explicitly non-Christian settings you should feel free to edit/adapt this opening litany so it works for you. What is essential is that the tone of gratitude be directed across the four elements as a way to invoke gratitude toward the whole of creation.  
If you wish to adapt this gratitude litany to a specific theme/occasion, we suggest either adding (or substituting) a single sentence or two to the Reader #2 selection under each element—or after the fourth word of gratitude you might add a fifth gratitude part as indicated below. either adaptation. Or no adaptation at all is fine. 
Reader #1:  Please hold the griefs, fears, and hopes that rose within you—hold them among all of us during this service. The holy work we are doing, we are doing together.
Reader #2:  Whatever we must face—and, as the climate crisis deepens, there is SO MUCH we must face—whatever we must face, we will face it with more grace and more steady determination when we come from gratitude.
Gratitude for Water
Reader #1:  In our tradition, God, whom we regard as the spark of creation for the cosmos, moved over the waters, imagining all that might be. And in Christian baptism—as well as many other faith traditions—water carries the promise of cleansing, deep renewal, and new life …
ALL:  Water is also precious in our daily lives: from the rain that nourishes the ground so that it might provide food, to the water that refreshes us, bathes us, and fills our bodies, to the soothing sound of waves on the beach, rain on leaves, or a stream over rocks …
Reader #2:  We name the water that brings the soil to life—and then moves from root to trunk to limb to leaf and finally to flower, vegetable or fruit—that ultimately rejoins the air to become cloud and rain in an endless pilgrimage across this wondrous sphere. For these watery things and more …
ALL:  We say Thank You.
Gratitude for Fire
Reader #1:  We imagine a blazing God, the sacred energy of the Big Bang, creating all the elements in the womb of that cosmic fire. Fire became the symbol for the Christian Pentecost, as tongues of flame danced on disciples’ heads, announcing that God’s love danced to all corners of the world …
ALL:  Fire is also precious in our daily lives, providing the warmth we need and the energy that helps us work. 
Reader #2:  We name the fire in the sky that feeds sunlight to plants so they grow, the fire that allows us to bake and cook our food, and the fire of the microbes in our gut as they turn the food we eat into the energy our bodies can use. For these fiery things and more …
ALL:  We say Thank You. 
Gratitude for Air
Reader #1:  We call God ‘Spirit,’ a Holy Wind, named in countless ways by people across time and place. Wind itself hints at this unseen sacred energy swirling in our midst. Indeed, air wraps this fragile planet in an atmosphere, invisible but essential to foster and sustain life …
ALL:  Air is precious as well in our daily lives: as the breath that fills our lungs—again and again and again. But also as the same breath that moves between all that lives, joining us to a vast community of persons, animals, and plants … 
Reader #2:  We name with humility how the atmosphere freely – as an act of sheer grace – provides the CO2 that plants need for their growth, and how air moves within soil itself sustaining organisms that keep the soil healthy and promote good growth from below. For these airy things and more …
ALL:  We say Thank You.
Gratitude for Earth
Reader #1:  Judeo-Christian scripture tells us we were birthed from Earth itself: humus filled with holy breath and made humus beings. It tells us, too, that Earth is home to all creatures, hinting at the kinship we share with all …
ALL:  Earth is precious as well in our daily lives: from the ground that holds us, to the fields that feed us, to the grandeur of mountain peaks and the subtler beauty of rolling hills … 
Reader #2:  We name with wonder the boundless and unseen community of creation, the microbes whose life is foundational to all life on Earth. To say we are surrounded by a cloud of witnesses is such understatement. For these earthy things and more …
ALL:  We say Thank You.
Here you might add a fifth gratitude part that invokes gratitude with reference to your specific theme/occasion. In that case, we suggest you follow the same pattern already established: Reader #1, ALL, Reader #2, and a concluding ALL: “We say Thank You.”

Song of Gratuitude. We’ve consistently used “I’m an Earth Being” because the imagery is rich and the tune is familiar and singable. (See credit at end.) There are many earth-centered hymns-songs, including several other options at the www.seasonofcreation.com/creation-songs website. You should feel free to choose one from your own hymnal, this website, or any other source you have. Crucial elements: earth imagery and tone of wonder, awe, gratitude.
Song: I’m an Earth Being			Tune: Bunessan (Morning Has Broken)
words by Norman Habel
Born of this planet, I'm an Earth being,
Born of this planet, I'm an Earth child.
One with all beings, born of this planet,
I'm an Earth being, one with the wild.

Born of this planet, baptized with moisture,
I'm an Earth being, blessed by her rains;
Rising from oceans, flowing through rivers,
Earth's sacred waters pulse through my veins.

Born of this planet, flowing with breezes,
Children inhale Earth's infinite breath;
Earth's holy breathing enters my body,
Creating a presence deeper than death.

Born of this planet, one speck of stardust,
We feel the pulsing deep in our soul,
Mystr'y like music throbs in the landscape,
Earth like a mother, makes our lives whole. 

HONORING THE PAIN OF THE WORLD
Reader #1:  However much we might prefer to rush forward into action—or however much we might feel caught in despair—there is power that comes by honoring the truth, the depth of Earth’s pain. As we pause to honor it—we can begin the healing needed in this moment. Such pain might easily overwhelm us as individuals, but in this sacred circle we are gathered in shared purpose. Here, if only for a few moments, we can dare to bear some of Earth’s pain … together.
Reader #2:  As we do this, we recognize that the same choice – to exploit some facet of the wondrous world – is behind the climate crisis, the depletion of the Earth, and white supremacy. Industrial capitalism arose on the backs of slavery and colonization, the rampant use of fossil fuels and other raw materials, and the transformation of thriving ecosystems into food factories requiring ever more inputs of artificial fertilizers and pesticides. The patterns of growth and consumption that threaten planetary systems today are interwoven with racism. The pain of the world includes them all.
ALL: So we honor the pain of the Water …
Reader #1:  We remember ice caps that melt, and oceans that warm, becoming less hospitable to life. We lament the water that roils in hurricanes, overwhelms in floods, and rises along coastlines. We confess that the poor around the globe will be hit hardest by the pain of the Water even though their lives have contributed to this pain the least ...
Reader #2:  And we recognize the extent to which oil and chemical spills, fertilizer runoff, plastic pollution, discarded fishing gear, and overfishing threaten individual species and the integrity of entire watery ecosystems by spawning dead zones, red tides, and physical hazards…
ALL:  So we honor the pain of Fire …
Reader #1:  We recall the wildfires that destroy both forest and communities. We lament the wanton burning of rainforests. We confess that racist policies have put fewer trees and green spaces in neighborhoods where people of color live, making these neighborhoods the first to heat up. 
Reader #2:  And we acknowledge that since global temperature records have been kept, beginning in 1880, all twenty of the hottest years on record have occurred in just the last twenty-three years. We grieve for the truth spoken so loudly by our youth, that Planet Earth, our very home is on fire…
ALL:  So we honor the pain of the Air …
Reader #1:  We remember the emissions of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gasses that make our atmosphere betray its own life-sustaining properties. We speak with anguish of the herbicides and pesticides sprayed by air, poisoning life intentionally and unintentionally, as though we might enslave Earth herself to meet our demands without respect to the web of life ...
Reader #2:  We confess that the first and worst effects of climate change – the pain of the Air – are falling on those least responsible and least able to respond to them. And we lament that our heating planet creates conflict between and within nations, such that despite our common breath, we seem to breathe fear and hatred instead.
ALL:  So we honor the pain of the Earth …
Reader #1:  We recall Earth’s surface temperatures that rise unrelentingly, driving the loss of life-giving topsoil, and the mass extinctions of plants, animals, and even insects, as Earth’s capacity to be home to life is fractured. 
Reader #2:  And we confess that our society’s thirst for fossil fuels harms the land through projects that disrupt eco-systems, poison the soil, destroy sacred places, and threaten entire cultures…
Here you might add a very brief fifth part in which you name the world’s pain with reference to your specific theme/occasion. In that case, we suggest you follow the same pattern already established: ALL, Reader #1, Reader #2.
Music of lament. We’ve most often used this instrumental piece, “A Song of our Warming Planet.” It can be played from vimeo (www.vimeo.com/69122809 / see credit at end), or (if you have access to a cellist) we’ve sometimes had a cellist play it live. For our racial justice & climate circle we used a jazz piece (“Funeral Dirge”) composed by Terence Blanchard with Hurricane Katrina in mind.
Again, you’re free to select any music here, including vocal. The key element is that the music should be somber and invite people to be restless and anguished on behalf of the world’s pain—but in a way bounded by the music.

Reader #1:  We have named only a fraction of the pain unleashed by global heating. But for now it is enough. Now we invite you to simply be with this pain during this next haunting musical composition. Most often we visualize climate change in charts and graphs, but this cello piece, “A Song of our Warming Planet” puts it to music. The tones follow the rise in Earth’s temperature from 1880 to 2012. In just two minutes time, as the notes rise higher and higher, the music carries the rising pain of Earth, Air, Fire, and Water. Listen.
Cello: A Song of Our Warming Planet

This next section, grounded in the rebirth of deep empathy with all that is, transition into deeper vision and forceful action. This litany should have a brisk-but-unrushed sense of energy. 
CLAIMING A NEW VISION AND GOING FORTH
Reader #1:  The stakes have never been higher. For us, for our children and grandchildren—of every race and color—and for Earth itself. 
Reader #2:  Like it or not, we were born for THIS moment: we are the ones here. Now. 
Reader #1:  And since we are, let us embrace this moment as an adventure … as our moment to rise … 
Reader #2:  Not because we’re so confident … but because we’re so needed—here. Now.
ALL:  Let us remember: not one of us in this circle is alone. Each of us is linked to others. And to Earth. Connected, interwoven.
Reader #1:  And together, we rise. We may not sense the way forward very far … but we found the way here this morning … 
Reader #2:  And we can keep moving … moment by moment—
ALL:  As together, we rise.
Reader #1:  Let’s remember: countless generations brought us to this day. Alongside the foolhardy—and sometimes outright evil—choices, habits, policies, and opinions that created this climate crisis and this moment of soil suffering, there have been countless actions for hope and compassion, wisdom and love, truth and justice, by so many. 
Reader #2:  We choose to honor their lives with our own, to join them in acting for a future that includes all of us who are Earthlings, from the tiniest of microbes to the tallest of trees and to all our animal kin—
ALL:  As together, across time, we rise.
Reader #1:  This is the work of Active Hope. We begin in gratitude. We acknowledge deep pain. We feel our ability to rise. Together. And we go forth in action.
Reader #2:  Inspired by those who have struggled so long before us … and the youth who seek to rouse the world today … 
Reader #1:  Inspired by those who work the land with love … and those from indigenous communities who embrace and protect our embattled Earth … 
Reader #2:  Inspired by those who plumb earth’s wisdom humbly and reverently to help chart the course to our future— 
ALL:  We, too, pledge to take up our places … to do what we can to address the climate crisis – and to be in solidarity with all who are seeking climate justice.
Reader #1:  By facing hard truths about our world and ourselves … and by building community with others …
Reader #2:  By taking actions in our own lives … and by pressing our political leaders and together challenging the way things are—
ALL:  And doing all these things as though our lives depend on it—because they do.
Reader #1:  Our struggle is one shared struggle. We are entangled in everything that is: rocks and stones, plants and trees, waves and wind, plankton and whales … and one another. We live in holy communion with all the Earth.
Reader #2:  Here is the promise of Active Hope. Known also as “the work that reconnects,” Active Hope echoes that truth found in every great faith tradition: that in seeking the well-being of others … all others … 
Reader #1:  We find the deepest joy … the greatest hope … 
Reader #2:  The highest sense of purpose … and the richest human life—
ALL:  As together we rise.

This final song was written specifically for this liturgy, using a familiar compelling tune in the public domain to ensure it can be easily used if you wish to use it. (Here is a downloadable pdf with music.) The verses themselves chart the “spiral of active hope” from gratitude, to lament-empathy, to vision-action. You’re free to use any song that invites conviction and action on behalf of earth. 
Song: As the Turn of the World Draws Near 		Star of the County Down
words by David R. Weiss
From the diving loon with its haunting tune
to the frogs that are chirping shrill
while the walleye leap and the shy lynx creep
and the bears in their caves sleep still.
The tall pines sway and the foxes play 
and the rice rises wild in lakes,
Fill our hearts with song, that we, too, belong
Rouse our souls so we’re wide awake
The day is bright, and the time is right as the dark of the night is clear
That we now uprise from the ground to the skies as the turn of the world draws near.
But the weather’s fraught and the climate caught
and the fabric of life’s undone. 
As the earth cries out in an anguished shout
’neath the glare of a blist’ring sun. 
The ocean spray voices loud dismay
and the heavens for mercy plead.
Give us hearts to hold all the pain now told
And to follow where it may lead.
The day is bright, and the time is right as the dark of the night is clear
That we now uprise from the ground to the skies as the turn of the world draws near.
As our children yearn for the world to turn
and the poor seek a just new day
Though the time is late, let us turn back fate
Let our hope rise without delay.
To turn the world t’ward a day unfurled
Make a-mends with this fragile dome
Wrap our prayers in flesh, keep our courage fresh,
Give us hope for our only home.
The day is bright, and the time is right as the dark of the night is clear
That we now uprise from the ground to the skies as the turn of the world draws near.
The day is bright, and the time is right as the dark of the night is clear
That we now uprise from the ground to the skies as the turn of the world draws near.
SENDING
Reader #1:  As we gather today the climate crisis looms larger than ever, even while civil unrest and the recent pandemic make us keenly aware of how fragile our natural, social, economic, and political worlds are. 
Reader #2:  Yet we want to send you forth with fresh conviction about the world’s value and beauty. With deepened awareness of the world’s pain. And with a renewed sense of our place together in this moment. We invite you to join us as you feel able in reciting Joanna Macy’s “Five Vows” as ways of guiding the energy we bring to the world and each other each day.
Reader #1 / ALL: 
I vow to myself and to each of you—
To commit myself daily to the healing of our world and the welfare of all beings.
To live on Earth more lightly and less violently in the food, products, and energy I consume.
To draw strength and guidance from the living Earth, the ancestors, the future beings, and our siblings of all species.
To support each of you in your work for the world, and to ask for help when I need it.
To pursue a daily spiritual practice that clarifies my mind, strengthens my heart, and supports me in observing these vows.
Pastor / Reader #2:  As we conclude our Sacred Circle, we invite you to offer a sign of peace and hope to one another, by a handshake, a smile, a hug, a simple bow or nod, a meeting of care-filled eyes, or a spoken word of peace. Thank you for being with us. Go forth today—more than ever—with gratitude, grief, hope, and peace. For together we rise. Amen. May it be so.
POSTLUDE 
Here you might use any brisk or mildly upbeat instrumental music to maintain a gentle energy of conviction and action as people visit or disperse. Note: mildly upbeat: the circle should end on a note of deep resolve, not celebration. You could reprise the gathering music, gratitude music, or the sending song music (but not the lament music). In some instances we dispersed without music. 

*   *   *
SACRED CIRCLE SERVICE CREDITS & PARTICIPANTS
The first two credits acknowledge the group that conceived the sacred circle and the author of the liturgy. You’re free to use and/or adapt the liturgy for your setting, but we ask that you include these two credits. 
Sacred Circle for Our Climate originally conceived in 2019 by: Deb George, Kate Hansen, Tracy Kugler, Donna Olson, Tracie Olson Payne, Bruce Tyler, and David Weiss 
Liturgy for our Sacred Circle – written by David Weiss
MUSIC CREDITS:
Credits provided are for the music in the template above. You are free to use (and credit) other music if you prefer. (We also identified our prelude, gathering, and postlude music, but that has changed frequently so those aren’t given here.)
I’m an Earth Being. Words by Norman Habel © 2010 (www.seasonofcreation.com/creation-songs); tune Bunessan/Scottish traditional (Morning has Broken). 
Song of Our Warming Planet. Arranged by Daniel Crawford in collaboration with Scott St. George (www.vimeo.com/69122809).
As the Turn of the World Draws Near. Text by David Weiss © 2021. Tune: Star of the County Down (Irish traditional / public domain). 
SERVICE PARTICIPANTS:
We listed those who had speaking roles, played music, provided tech support, etc. 
We’ve always provided a brief note about the history of the Sacred Circle liturgy and a little extra background on the intersection between climate and the particular focus of each Circle. We believe it adds an educational dimension to the event, but this is completely optional—it shouldn’t stop you from holding a Sacred Circle. The liturgy is a powerful experience in itself.
ABOUT THE SACRED CIRCLE:
The Sacred Circle for the Climate was developed by members at St. Paul’s United Church of Christ (Saint Paul, Minnesota) as a spontaneous outgrowth of our desire to take a first concrete step after reading Active Hope* together over the summer of 2019. The book presents a practical way to process thoughts and feelings about the threat posed by climate change and is especially powerful when read as a group. We found it transformational. 
The first Sacred Circle took place on the evening of the Youth Climate Strike (September 20, 2019). The second, held in April 2020, commemorated the 50th anniversary of Earth Day, and was pre-recorded via Zoom for YouTube viewing during the initial pandemic shutdown. The third Sacred Circle, held outside again on August 30, 2020 (with stringent COVID-19 safety protocols in place), was part of the Relay for Our Water and held in solidarity with Anishinaabe-Ojibwe people fighting to protect the water imperiled by the new Line 3 oil pipeline in northern Minnesota. The fourth took place in March 2021, to honor the links between racial justice and climate justice. And the fifth, in April 2021, reflected the theme selected by Interfaith Power & Light for their annual Faith Climate Action Week: “Sacred Ground: Cultivating Connections Between Our Faith, Our Food, and the Climate.” 
St. Paul’s UCC continues to use this Sacred Circle as a way to prayerfully honor the connections between climate and other aspects of shared life on a small planet—sowing the seeds of Active Hope each time we gather.
The SPUCC Earthwise-Creation Justice web page opens to a variety of information about the Sacred Circle and the Active Hope book guide. This 09.28.2019 personal blog post by David Weiss reflects on the first experience of the SacredCircle. This 12.01.2020 blog post from the national United Church of Christ Pollinator (environmental ministries newsletter) features our Sacred Circle. 
*Active Hope: How to Face the Mess We’re In without Going Crazy by Joanna Macy and Chris Johnstone (New World Library, 2012; www.activehope.info). 
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